The spread of Islam from its advent in the 7 th century had an irreversible impact on the development of the city throughout the Muslim world from the Arabian Peninsula to Asia, Africa and Southern Europe. Since Islam covers religious, social, economic and legal aspects of life, the logic behind the design of the traditional Islamic city was influenced by Qur'anic principles. These principles highlighted religious practices, Shari'ah (Islamic law), social principles, and the science behind natural universal laws.
Since an integral part of the teachings of Islam include the concepts of authority, family structures and community relations, and social organizations, the traditional Islamic city reflected the socioeconomic and religious needs of the Muslim community. During medieval times, the mosque, for example, became the single most important institution in the traditional Islamic city. The schools (madrasas) which provided religious instruction about Islam and the Qur'an were built in the courtyard next to the mosque, and the markets (suqs) which were bustling with trade provided the backdrop to an urban religion. The call to prayer (adhan) and Friday prayers (Juma'a) provided the component parts which further reinforced the development of an Islamic city. Inscriptions of Qur'anic verses became the main motif in architectural design on mosques, fountains, and madrasas in early Islamic towns because Qur'anic calligraphy reflected the living philosophy of Islam.
The design and layout of the city (7 th century -13 th centuries) also assumed a functional role for physical defense during times of unrest, and environmental conditions, not only religious practices. For example, public fountains were found everywhere due to communal worship for performing ritual ablutions (wudu), and relieving heat due to weather conditions. Fountains in gardens, courtyards, town squares and even on the facades of Mosques also exemplified the central role water played in the construction of early Islamic cities in hot climates from the Arabian Peninsula to the Maghreb (Tunis and Rabat) and southern Europe (Cordoba in Muslim Spain).
How might a "traditional" Islamic city function in today's digital age and address issues from natural and social science perspectives? Can it be instrumental in addressing the socio-economic and cultural identity crises in the modern Muslim world of the 21 st century? What role can Islamic ideals of the "city" play in addressing the destruction brought on by wars?
